
 
 

Established in 2018, TWIMS’ vision is an industrialised Africa built on world class management capabilities. 
Established through a generous endowment from the Toyota South Africa Educational Trust, and in partnership 
with the Gordon Institute of Business Science (GIBS), TWIMS delivers GIBS’ manufacturing focused PhD, MBA, 
and PGDIP on its campus in Kloof, South Africa. For more information on TWIMS visit www.twimsafrica.com. 

 

Advert: Academic Head of Lean Manufacturing 
 

The Toyota Wessels Institute for Manufacturing Studies (TWIMS) is delighted to announce it is looking 

to employ an early-to-mid career Academic to grow its Lean Manufacturing programme. Based at 

TWIMS’ world class campus in Kloof, KwaZulu-Natal, the appointed head will join a small, dynamic 

academic team dedicated to the development of manufacturing on the African continent.  

Reporting directly to the Executive Director of TWIMS, Prof. Justin Barnes, the Head will lead the 

development of the Institute’s new Lean Manufacturing programme, which concentrates on the 

transformative impact of lean operations and supply chain management on African industrialisation. 

The programme focuses on the underlying philosophies of lean manufacturing and emphasises lean 

leadership as core to the sustainable advancement of lean processes and associated continuous 

improvement tools and techniques.  

TWIMS is targeting the 1st of April 2020 for the appointment, but the starting date is negotiable for 

exceptional candidates. The ideal early-to-mid career candidate for the position has a recently 

completed PhD1 in an Engineering, Economics, Management, or Industrial Psychology related field, 

has published an academic paper in a peer reviewed journal, and is passionate about lean operations 

management and lean supply chain management as transformative philosophies capable of driving 

African industrialisation. The candidate must also enjoy post-graduate teaching and supervision. 

Specific job requirements include: 

• Teaching the Lean Manufacturing elective on the GIBS MBA (manufacturing focus) 

• Teaching TWIMS’ Lean Manufacturing executive short courses and seminars   

• Leading GIBS’ MBA (manufacturing focus) global modules  

• Supervising and marking MBA dissertation on Lean Manufacturing topics 

• Presenting at Lean Manufacturing conferences and workshops 

• Undertaking primary and secondary research in Lean Manufacturing, and writing academic papers 

• Leading Lean Manufacturing thinking on the TWIMS campus 

• Supervising lean elements of the TWIMS technology demonstration centre 

• Supporting the sustainable development of TWIMS 

 

Competitive remuneration is offered, in accordance with South African academic salary scales. If you 

are interested in this position, please email your detailed CV, including the names of at least three 

academic references, to chenee.maclou@twimsafrica.com. Applications are open until the 31st of 

January 2020, or until a suitable candidate is found.  

TWIMS will consider all applications in terms of its Employment Equity ambitions. TWIMS is determined to 

diversify the demographic composition of its academic team, especially in relation to the appointment of suitable 

candidates from designated groups. TWIMS also reserves the right to investigate qualifications and conduct 

background checks on all candidates. 

 
1 TWIMS is also willing to consider exceptional masters’ graduates with a first-class pass. However, such a 
candidate will need to enrol for a PhD at GIBS as a condition of appointment. 
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